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did it this time without any illusions as to the probability of success. 'He fears that he can hardly hope,' he wrote to the Queen, 'in the formation of a Government, for much extrinsic aid; as almost all the men of eminence in either House of Parliament are more or less associated with other parties, whose co-operation it would be impossible to obtain. Lord Derby will not, however, hesitate to make the attempt in any quarters in which he may think he has any chance of success.'1 According to Prince Albert's information, the move which upset Palmerston's Government had been dexterously planned by Graham. But Derby did not think it worth while to appeal to him, or to Russell, who also had taken a prominent part against Ministers. The statesmen he approached were two, Lord Grey and Gladstone, who, in their respective Houses, had acted pretty steadily with the Conservatives for the last three years. Both refused: Grey because all the political friends with whom, he had been connected would be opposed to the new Government, Gladstone for a variety of reasons. ' Alone, as I must be, I could not,' he wrote, ' render you service worth your having.' Further,
Those who lament the rupture of old traditions may well desire the reconstitution of a party; but the reconstitution of a party can only be effected, if at all, by the return of the old influences to their places, and not by the junction of an isolated person. The difficulty is even enhanced in rny case by the fact that in your party, reduced as it is at the present moment in numbers, there is a small but active and not unimportant section who avowedly regard me as the representative of the most dangerous ideas. I should thus, unfortunately, be to you a source of weakness in the heart of your own adherents, while I should bring you no party or group of friends to make up for their defection or discontent.2
This last was surely a point for Derby and Disraeli, and not for Gladstone, to consider. If they were prepared to disregard the prejudices of their party, it did not become him to allege them as an excuse for refusal.
1 Queen Victoria's Letters.          2Morley's Gladstone, Bk. IV., ch. I),toria's Letters, memorandum by Prince Albert, Feb. 21,1868. Emperor. met on December 3, Disraeli criticised the Government both about the suspension of the Bank Charter A.ct and about their Indian policy on thee passages to wMch yoazen, and, I believe, even by the gross. . . . will be a great blow to us.rture.    So much Royalty, that our friend, Lady Jersey,
